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President’s Report 

The New Year 2026 has brought changes to the Elk Grove Village Lions. 
Due to a directive from Lions Clubs International, Katy Dolan Baumer has regrettably, 
transferred her Lion’s membership to the Palatine Lions Club and has resigned as our 
President.  She has requested and been approved to become an Associate Member of our club 
and will still be able to participate in our events. 
The Board of Directors met and I assumed the duties of President for the remainder of Lion s 
Katy’s term which ends on Lune 31, 2026.  PCC Mike Baumer has assumed the duties of 
Secretary until June 31, 2026.  
Going forward we need to develop new goals by revisiting older club traditions and creating 
new traditions, allowing us to grow as a club. Share your ideas, oɣer suggestions which will 
allow us to help others who need our help.   
This is your club, get involved!  Without your help we cannot succeed. Get involved, talk about 
the Lions with your friends, sponsor a new member, serve on a committee, help to arrange new 
service projects, and participate where you can.   
Plan to attend the District 1F Convention March 14th to help support our Sabrina Swanson 2nd 
VDG as she continues on her lion’s leadership journey to become District Governor and to 
show your support for Katy Dolan Baumer as she begins her journey.  This event is also an 
opportunity to meet Lions from other clubs. 
Together We Serve, 
 

 

Barb Lahtinen, PDG 

President Elk Grove Village Lions Club 
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Village Board 
Meeting Date 

Change 

Tuesday, Feb 10 

6:45 p.m. 

Village Hall 

Sight & Sound 
Sweepstakes 

Tickets due at 
February 
Business 

Meeting. Bring 
Checks, Stubs, 
and any unsold 

tickets. 
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2025-2026 

Board of Directors 

 

President 
Lion Barbara Lahtinen, PDG 

 

Secretary 
Lion Mike Baumer, PCC 

 

Treasurer 
Lion Chuck Burkot 

 

Immediate Past President 
Lion Katy Dolan Baumer 

 

1st Vice President 
Open 

 

2nd Vice President 
Open 

 

Tail Twister 
Mike Baumer, PCC 

 

Lion Tamer 
Open 

 

Directors 

PDG Pam Abrams, Life Director 

PCC Mike Baumer, Life Director 

PDG Barb Lahtinen, Life Director 

Lion 2VDG Sabrina Swanson (2nd year) 

Lion Leonore Shaɣer (2nd year) 

Lion Debbie Miller (1st year) 

Lion Carol Shepardson (1st year) 

 

Please address questions or comments 

and send all articles to Lion Mike at 

The Lion’s Den 
mbaumer@comcast.net 

Dinner Meeting will be held 

Wednesday, February 18, 2026 

Please mark your calendars today! 

We will dine at 

 

Pilot Pete’s 

905 W Irving Park Rd 

Schaumburg, IL 60193 

(847) 891-5100 

We will gather at 6 p.m. 
with the meeting starting at 

6:30 p.m. 

 

RSVP to  
Lion Carol Shepardson 

(630) 660-2082 

dplion11@gmail.com 

Calendar of Events 

February 4 EGV Board Mtg followed by the  
  Business Mtg 

 7 Blood Drive @ EG Village Hall 
 18 EGV Dinner Mtg @ Pilot Pete’s 

 28 1-F Winter Forum 

March 4 EGV Board Mtg followed by the  
  Business Mtg 

 14 District 1-F Convention 

Blood Drive—Saturday, February 7, 2026 

Elk Grove Village Hall—Room E 

8:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

February Birthdays 

Lion Leonore Shaɣer 2/6 

Lion Jenna Kolcz 2/28 









Congrats to Lion Debbie 

Miller 

On all of her successful 

eɣorts spearheading our 

Dine & Share Program!!! 





Sign up today for the 
February 28 Winter Forum 

using the form on page 3 

 

Sign up today for the March 
14 1-F Convention using the 

form on page 4 



Elk Grove Village Lions Club 

Committee List 

Budget & Finance 

Chair: Lion Chuck Burkot 

Members: Lion Matt Watts, Lion Mike 
Baumer, PCC 

Donation Recommendations 

Chair: Lion Chuck Burkot 

Members: Lion Matt Watts, Lion Mike 
Baumer, PCC 

Nominations 

Chair: Lion Barb Lahtinen, PDG 

Members: All Club Oɤcers 

Constitution &By-Laws 

Chair: Lion Mike Baumer, PCC 

Members: Lion Barb Lahtinen, PDG 

4th of July Food Tent 

Chair: Lion Barb Lahtinen, PDG, Lion Mike 
Baumer, PCC, Lion Chuck Burkot 

Members: Lion Suyapa Garcia, Lion 
Sabrina Swanson, 2VDG 

Tree Lighting Ceremony 

Chair: Lion Barb Lahtinen, PDG 

Members: Lion Karen Hicks, Lion Sabrina 
Swanson, 2VDG 

Memorial Day Service 

Chair: Lion Barb Lahtinen, PDG 

Members: Lion Sabrina Swanson, 2VDG 

Halloween House Decorations 
Judging 

Chair: Lion Barb Lahtinen, PDG 

Members: Lion Karen Hicks, Lion Pam 
Abrams, PDG, Lion Sabrina Swanson, 
2VDG 

Holiday House Decorations 
Judging 

Chair: Lion Barb Lahtinen, PDG 

Members: Lion Kare Hicks, Lion Matt 
Watts, Lions Pam Abrams, PDG, Lion 
Sabrina Swanson, 2VDG 

Hometown Float Committee 

Chair: Lion Katy Dolan Baumer, ZC 

Members: Lions Sabrina Swanson, 2VDG, 
Lion Mike Baumer, PCC 

 

Leo Club & CUB Program Liaison 

Chair: Lion Sabrina Swanson, 2VDG 

Members: Lion Suyapa Garcia, Lion Matt 
Watts 

Membership 

Chair: Lion Mike Baumer, PCC, Lion Barb 
Lahtinen, PDG 

Members: All Lions Memebers 

Public Relations 

Chair: Lion Alva Kreutzer 

Members: 

DARE Program 

Chair: Lion Sabrina Swanson, 2VDG 

Members: 

Ron Foster Awards 

Chair: Lion Sabrina Swanson, 2VDG 

Members: 

Christmas For Seniors 

Chair: Lion Matt Watts 

Members: Lion Sabrina Swanson, 2VDG 

Fundraisers 

Chair: All Lions Members 

Poker 

Chair: Lion Chuck Burkot, Lion Mike 
Baumer, PCC 

Members: 

Dinner Attendance & Alert 

Chair: Lion Debbie Miller 

Members: Lion Carol Shepardson 

Club Chaplain 

Chair: Lion Carol Shepardson 

Members: 

Club Service Projects 

Chair: 

Members: All Lions Members 

Club Social Activities 

Chair: 

Members: All Lions Members 

 

 

Meeting Programs 

Chair: 

Members: All Lions Members 

District Convention 

Chair: 

Members: 

Candy Day 

Chair: 

Members: All Lions Members 

Lion’s Den Editor 

Chair: Lion Mike Baumer,PCC 

Members:  All Lions Oɤcers 

Eye Glass/Hearing Aid Assistance 

Chair: Lion Katy Dolan Baumer 

Members: Lion Priscilla Watts 

Eye Glass/Hearing Aid Collections 

Chair: Lion Katy Dolan Baumer 

Members: 

Sight & Hearing Bus (LIF) 

Chair: Lion Katy Dolan Baumer 

Members: 

Memorial & Historical 

Chair: Lion Katy Dolan Baumer 

Members: 

Recognition/Awards 

Chair: 

Members: All Lions Oɤcers 

Sunshine 

Chair: Lion Carol Shepardson 

Members: 

Webmaster/Technology 

Chair: Lion Mike Baumer, PCC 

Members: 



Dear D1F Lions, Lionesses, LEOs, & CUBs, 

For everyone who still believes in helping those in need, caring for your fellow men and women, 
giving to those less fortunate and in need of assistance to get through the day, week, or the entire 
year; I wish you to again consider the Founder of our Lions Organization, Melvin Jones, as we 
celebrate his 147th, Birthday on Tuesday, January 13th, 2026. 

Melvin Jones was born on January 13th, 1879 at Fort Thomas, Arizona, a remote U.S. Army 
cavalry post where his father was a scout for the Army. At age 7,  Jones and his family moved east 
and settled in Illinois. Gifted with a ¿ne tenor voice, he considered making a career in music, but 
instead he became an insurance salesman. 

By 1913, he had formed his own insurance agency in Chicago, and joined a networking luncheon 
club for businessmen in Chicago called the Business Circle. Melvin , as the Business Club 
Secretary, along with his wife, championship golfer, Rose Amanda Freeman, saw a larger focus on 
these men improving their communities through service, and began writng letters to clubs 
nationwide inviting them to take up his idea for a service-centered organization. Businessmen 
convened in Chicago, Illinois, and on June 7, 1917, Lions Clubs International was born.  

Later that year, at Lions' inaugural convention in Dallas, Texas, Jones was elected Secretary-

Treasurer, a title he would hold for many years. Eventually, the board bestowed on Jones the title 
of Secretary General for life. 

Lions around the World are celebrating LCIF Week ( January 11-17th) by honoring our founder's 
enduring legacy of service. 

To commemorate Melvin Jones' birthday, donors who make a minimum gift of US$147 during the 
campaign are eligible to receive a limited -edition Mevin Jones Birthday lapel pin, created 
especially for this celebration.Please email DonorAssistance@lionsclubs.org with receipt of your 
gift of a minimum of $147 and request for the birthday pin through Jan 30th, 2026. 

Donate today at lionsclubs.org/donate and check out some of the ways grant-funding is used here: 
lcifpride.org/. 

Sincerely in Lionism, 

PDG Lion Molly M. Penny 

LCIF CoCoordinator 


